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Lae Area, New Guinea, 1943. Australian troops disembarking from American landing ships.    

(Source: Australian War Memorial, 106542)
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Japanese 

aircrafts, but as this threat subsided anti-aircraft defences were reduced. [6]
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internal 

security and coastal defence



When war broke out the 

Australian Army was four separate armies, with the Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC) being one 

of the four. The VDC was a part-time volunteer military contingent based on the British Home 

Guard, and was run by the Returned & Services League of Australia (RSL). It was initially 

composed of ex-servicemen who had served in World War One. [4] 
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Yokohama, Japan. 1945. Australian soldiers wave goodbye as they pull out of Yokohama 

shipping docks on a truck headed for home. 
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Back cover images: Colourised photograph of the men of the Second Army Headquarters taking part in a Victory Loan 
March through Church Street of Parramatta, N.S.W. in 1945. (Top) first pass the official party outside the Parramatta 

Town Hall; (Bottom) then along Lennox Bridge. (Photographer Sergeant R. Rice)
 (Source: Australian War Memorial, 125465 and 125470)




